Terms Originating in Greek Theatre

1. Agon- A debate in a comedy, usually between Protagonist and Antagonist or protagonist and the chorus

2. Antagonist- The foil to the hero of the piece (protagonist)

3. Catharsis- quality in a tragedy/ comedy that provides emotional release

4. Chorus- means together, a group of men singing and dancing together- can act as narrators, the character conscience or the voice of the gods
5. Deus Ex Machina- God from a machine (crane) when near the end of a play, a seemingly insurmountable problem is magically (usually by a god) solved to help the protagonist.

6. Duologue- a conversation between two characters

7. Epiphany- When a character in the play comes to a realisation.
8. Episode- 
9. Exodos- Conclusion of the play, similar to an epilogue (an element of tragedy)
10. Golden Mean- Not taking anything to excess- usually leads to the downfall of the protagonist or antagonist.
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Hamartia- Tragic, fatal flaw
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Hubris/ Hybris- Excessive pride or arrogance, a refusal to acknowledge the limitations of ones actual abilities
13. Hypocrite- a character who is insincere

14. Komos- an exchange of laments between the protagonist and the chorus

15. Monologue- one character speaking alone

16. Parados- area the chorus enter from
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Pathos- “suffering” this is sympathy/ compassion gained from the audience

18. Prologue- First scene in a tragedy, sets up the back-story (exposition)
19. Proscenium- acting area.

20. Ode- Poem/ verse

21. Orchestra- area in front of the performing space where chorus stood.

22. Protagonist- lead character, the hero

23. Skene- Box at the back of the stage where actors changed, painted with a back drop- scenery

24. Theatretron- area the audience sat in.

25. Thespian- Actor
Little Red Riding Hood

The story revolves around a girl called Little Red Riding Hood, after the red hooded cape/cloak. The girl walks through the woods to deliver food to her sick grandmother, she is not scared of the woods as her mother says she is OK and trusts her.

A wolf wants to eat the girl but is afraid to do so in public. He approaches Little Red Riding Hood and she naïvely tells him where she is going. He suggests the girl pick some flowers, which she does. In the meantime, he goes to the grandmother's house and gains entry by pretending to be the girl. He swallows the grandmother whole, and waits for the girl, disguised as the grandma.

When the girl arrives, she notices that her grandmother looks very strange. Little Red Riding Hood then says, "What a deep voice you have,” "The better to greet you with," said the wolf. "Goodness, what big eyes you have.", said the little girl." The better to see you with.", said the wolf. "And what big hands you have!" exclaimed Little Red Riding Hood, stepping over to the bed. "The better to hug you with," said the wolf. "What a big mouth you have," the little girl murmured in a weak voice. "The better to eat you with!" growled the wolf, and jumping out of bed, he swallowed her up too. Then, with a fat full tummy, he fell fast asleep. (Tragedy if the play ends here)
(or if it is a comedy) A lumberjack, however, comes to the rescue and with his axe cuts open the wolf, which had fallen asleep. Little Red Riding Hood and her grandmother emerge unharmed. They fill the wolf's body with heavy stones. The wolf awakens and tries to flee, but the stones cause him to collapse and die. (Sanitized versions of the story have the grandmother shut in the closet instead of eaten, and some have Little Red Riding Hood saved by the lumberjack as the wolf advances on her, rather than after she is eaten 
1- Where do the terms/ conventions of Greek theatre apply to the story? Circle a section and relate it to a convention

2- Where can the other conventions (duologue/ prologue etc.) fit into this?

3- Present Little Red Riding Hood as A Tragedy using specific areas of the stage to perform as the three ‘thespians’ (using masks to multi-role) and the chorus. Create a prologue, 5 episodes and exodus.

